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Dear Friends

The Katydid Foundation, hailed as a model for families with autistic adult children, is
launching a two-year fund-raising campaign. [ts goal i3 to raise $250,000;

The money will be used to help run a home for an autistic woman in Haverhill and
prowide outreach services for families trying to create an independent life for their
disabled loved ones,

Anita L. Perkins, mother of a woman with autism, liunched the foundation in 2004
to fill & gap in state services for adults an the autism spectram - a newrological
disorder that affects speech, behavior and development,

Abused in two group homes, Perkins’ daughter regressed until she received a unigue
opportunity: Hve In her own hame with 24-hour care. Today, she enjoys an active
lifestyle as a contributing member of the Haverhill community. She earns a
paycheck delivering newspuaper, a job she would be unlikely to have in typical
sheltered workshops.

Thankfully, there ks a range of programs sailable today for children on the autiam
spectrum. However, once they reach 22, services are no longer state-mandated,
Services that exist are often earmarked for the peneral disabled pogulation with litthe
attenition to the unique needs of those with autism.

As a result, families often bear the full burden of caring for an adule child with this
compex disorder. Most are unable 1o live, work or give back to sacioty without
EUppOTL.

National studies report there are approximately 600,000 adults with sutism in the
United States. It can cost up to $3.2 million to care rson with autism over a
Iifr:lin;t' or $35 billion per year for all, sccording to the Harvard School of Public
Fealt

Statistics from the U5, Department of Education found that autism is growing ata
startling rate of 10 percent to 17 percent per year. At this rate, the Autism Society of
America estimates there could be 4 million people in the United States in the next
decade. Unlike chronic diseases like diabetes, autivm is not covered by insurance,
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««« Calvin Nye,a 1 7-year-old with autism, 2006

The Katydid Foundation, which opened a bouse in Haverhill in 2004, operates at less
cost :Iﬁm:quﬂdnulhmum b;'l.ugt- corporations with of
mmmmmmemmm tiom is run by the resident’s family and board
membsers.

Many families have this dream, But a limited pool of public means families
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and a vehicle,

The foundation i helping other families find their the complex
netwock of bureaacracy and ave %;m_‘.‘
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ounsel kshop
::;Llﬂﬁlm;g yan?s’:rﬁ umvr:"ﬁ mﬂhﬂnmmmmm
g, A

Please help us maintain this worthwhile program and assist athers in their often

lonely journey. Any amount - time donation pledpe ~ would be
yapﬂpﬂ.-dm and put :nmuu. i

In gratitude for your time and consideration,

M. Brenda Smith, treasurer/director
Katydid Foundation inc.. a 501(c}(3) nonprofit corparation
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